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Greetings and welcome to the 2019 ITU World
Triathlon Yokohama,

This year marks the tenth edition of Yokohama
hosting our most prestigious events, and it gives me
great pleasure to welcome the triathlon family here
once more. Over the past decade, the city has
become synonymous with the sport, playing host to
some truly memorable performances and great
champions, staging races the results of which have
helped shape the path of entire seasons.

This year, the athletes will once again compete on
Yokohama’ s now familiar Olympic-distance course.
Starting with the two-lap, 750km swim in the harbour
south of Osanbashi Pier, the bike and run legs then
start and finish in Yamashita Park, before snaking in
and around Yokohama’ s impressive waterfront. The
nine-lap bike course reaches the halfway mark at the
giant Cosmo Clock 21 Ferris Wheel and, as with the
run course, loops around the Kanagawa Prefectural
building before returning to the park’s green spaces.

As it did last year, the Elite races are once again
preceded by a World Paratriathlon Series race early
on Saturday morning, the second of the three-stop
2019 Series that sees the world’ s top paratriathletes
also competing in Milan and Montreal.

The weekend’ s action continues on Sunday morning
with a host of Age-Group races giving athletes of all
levels and experience the opportunity to tackle the
famous course. Mass-participation occasions such as
this are hugely important as we continue to build the
sport of triathlon around the world, and only made
paossible thanks to the hard work of the LOC.

| would therefore like to express my thanks once
more to the Japanese Triathlon Federation, the Local
Organising Committee and the city of Yokohama for
all their commitment and hard work in staging this
event. The Series, like our coverage, continues to
grow and reach new audiences every year, and that
success would not be possible without the support of
our wonderful host cities.

To the athletes, | wish you the very best of luck for a
successful race, and to all those visitors here to
compete, support or experience the World Triathlon
Series experience, | urge you to explore this beautiful
region and | hope that you enjoy your time to the
fullest.

Have a wonderful weekend.

Greeting

International Triathlon Union (ITU)

THANKS TO YOU, 10TH ANNIVERSARY!
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To our elite triathletes and paratriathletes, as well as
the many other athletes joining us from throughout
Japan and around the world, welcome to Yokohama. |
am delighted that Yokohama can welcome you to this
premier international series and host this
commemorable 10th ITU World Triathlon Series
World Triathlon Yokohama. Yokohama's more than 3.7
million residents and | are thrilled to have you here.

Also, this event would not be possible without the
assistance of local community members along the
course and many corporations, organizations, and
volunteers. | want to express my deepest
appreciation to the many people who have supported
Yokohama, “the triathlon and paratriathlon city.”

For more than 10 years, from before the first World
Triathlon Yokohama was held in 2009, we have been
engaged in efforts to improve the offshore water
quality near Yamashita Park, where the swim course
begins. Last August, our years of environmental
consciousness were highly praised as we received the
Olympic Council of Asia’s Award for Sport and the
Environment. As they compete, | hope the athletes
are able to enjoy the Yokohama city center’ s clean
ocean and its distinctively cosmopalitan port-city
atmosphere.

Since the World Triathlon Yokohama has been
identified as a race in which athletes vying to appear
in the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games can
earn points, we have many elite athletes participating.
In age groups, we have nearly 1,700 general athletes
participating. Between the fierce competition amaong
athletes and the cheers of support from spectators,
there will be incredible energy throughout the city in
Yokohama.

With seven of the matches in Asia’ s first-ever Rugby
World Cup 2018 being held this fall in Yokohama,
including the finals, and with baseball, softball, and
soccer events scheduled here for the Tokyo 2020
Games, the city is going to be increasingly energized
by sport.

Looking ahead, we will continue to strengthen
Yokohama’s presence as a “city of sport” and
cultivate even more future sporting opportunities.
Together with participating athletes, spectators, and
everyone else involved, we will make this
commemorable 10th World Triathlon Yokohama a
great success, generating even more passion,
excitement, and amazement than in past years and
laying the groundwork for future international events
to be held here. As we do, | thank you for your
unwavering support.

ITU World Triathlon Series YOKOHAMA Event Organizing Committee,
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On behalf of the triathlon family, | wish to thank
everyone who has supported and assisted the growth
and development of triathlon, paratriathlon, and
related multisport racing events and to offer my
congratulations on this commemorable 10th ITU
World Triathlon Series World Triathlon Yokohama.
This event has earned high international praise for its
exceptional organization and course design, which
takes competitors through Yokohama’s Yamashita
Park and other famous sites, and is also well known
for its various environmental initiatives. | am sure the
athletes representing Japan in the event will have the
opportunity to put the fruits of their hard work to full
use.

The Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games will
be held next year and preparations to welcome our
friends from around the world are proceeding
smoothly. In retrospect, it has been a long journey. In
the 30-plus years since the triathlon was introduced
to Japan, athletes and officials throughout Japan
have worked toward this great Olympic dream now
coming to fruition.

This year has everyone’ s attention focused on the
selection of athletes to the Tokyo Games, as the
qualification period for athletes to the Games opens
this May, 2019, when this event is held. In August, the
2019 Tokyo ITU World Olympic Qualification Event, a
test event for the triathlon and paratriathlon, will be
held at Odaiba Marine Park. The event now includes
the paratriathlon and mixed relay. This, too, reflects
the tireless efforts of athletes and officials from
member organizations around the Japan, to whom |
again offer our sincere appreciation.

| would ask that the athletes keep in mind the many
volunteers and behind-the-scenes staff; without their
help to prepare the venue and support the event,
there would be no event. The local interaction of
athletes and community members generates the
maomentum needed to continue this event in the
future.

Japan Triathlon Union (JTU]) will continue to
strengthen its partnerships with such athletes and
community members. With the safety of athletes first
in mind, we will also continue our efforts to promote
sport in harmony with society.

In closing, | again thank the many corporations,
organizations, and local volunteers who support this
event. | offer my best wishes for a successful event
that contributes to increased health and local
revitalization and ensures that the ITU World
Triathlon Series World Triathlon Yokohama will be held
for years to come.

Greeting

THANKS TO YOU, 10TH ANNIVERSARY!

ITU World Triathlon Series YOKOHAMA Event Organizing Committee,
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Originally organized as a sports event in 2008 as part of the
activities to commemorate the 150-year anniversary of the
opening of the port, the World Triathlon Yokohama is being held
for a 10th time this year. | wish to express my sincere
appreciation to everyone involved in the event who has provided
support and assistance to it over the years, including partners
and supporters, participating athletes, affiliates, and volunteers.

This year’'s World Triathlon Yokohama celebrates its
commemorative 10th anniversary with the theme, “Thanks to
You, 10th Anniversary!” To convey our gratitude and attract even
more interest to the event, we will organize various programs,
including the chance to meet with elite athletes at the “Kids
Dream Festa” and new eco-activities to reduce the impact of
event operations on the natural environment.

In addition to the World Triathlon Yokohama, the city will organize
the “Yokohama Parade,” “Yokohama Central Town Festival,” and
“Yokohama Port Festival” in the Bay Area as main events during
the month of the port’ s opening (May 3 to June 2). As this year
also marks the 160th anniversary of the opening of the port at
Yokohama, the first-ever “Yokohama Rose Week” will be held to
highlight the roses that have been dear to city residents since
the port opened. | hope everyone has the chance to enjoy this
distinctive Yokohama event celebrating flowers and greenery.

In closing, | wish to express my deep appreciation to all the
stakeholders for the support and assistance they have provided,
to the volunteers assisting with the event, and to everyone else
who has worked so hard to make this event possible. | also wish
the participating athletes a good race: May you put your hard
training to full use and achieve your goal of crossing the finish
line. Thank you.
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The third event in the top warld-class ITU Waorld Triathlon Series comes to
Yokohama again this year. First hosted in 2009 as part of the activities to
commemorate the 150-year anniversary of the opening of the port at
Yokohama, the World Triathlon Yokohama is being held for a commemorable
10th time. On behalf of the organizers | express my sincere joy and deep
appreciation to the many local residents and volunteers who have made this
incredible event possible.

The World Triathlon Yokohama will also host a paratriathlon, the second event
in the World Paratriathlon Series, as befits Yokohama as a “city of sport.”
Everyone involved in the Warld Triathlon Yokohama will continue to work
together to promate the growth of both triathlon and paratriathlon sports.

At long last, next year’s Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games is fast
approaching. | have no doubt that the Japanese team will compete with
great passion as they seek to qualify in as many events as they can.

At the same time, this event brings together from throughout Japan and
around the world more than 1,700 age-group athletes committed to the
triathlon as a lifelong sport. Through their individual efforts they raise the
level of competition in the sporting world as a whole and help it to grow. We
will always cheer them on that they may realize the fruits of their hard
training.

Nikkan Sports News will always do what it can to support the growth and
development of triathlons, but we will also use our pages to communicate
the thrill of sport and the activities of athletes to everyone.

Last but not least, let me also thank the International Triathlon Union, the
Japan Triathlon Union, the City of Yokohama and various others involved in
organizing the event for their incredible efforts. Thank you.
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It’s our 10th anniversary — Thanks for the support! Come and race YOKOHAMA!
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