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Greetings and welcome to the 2018 ITU World
Triathlon Yokohama,

It is to this beautiful corner of Japan, just south of
Tokyo, that the ITU World Triathlon Series returns for
the third race of the 2018 season. This will be the
ninth time that the city has hosted the event, having
first appeared on the circuit back in 2009. Since then
the city has been a regular and eagerly awaited stop
on the WTS calendar, missing just one year
throughout that sequence.

This year, the athletes once again compete on the
now familiar Olympic-distance course. Starting with a
two-lap, 750m swim in the bay near Osanbashi pier,
the bike and run legs then start and finish in
Yamashita Park, and in and around Yokohama’s
impressive waterfront. The bike course snakes
around the giant Cosmo Clock 21 Ferris Wheel and,
as with the run course, loops around the Kanagawa
Prefectural Government Building.

As it did last year, the elites race will once again be
accompanied by a World Paratriathlon Series race
early on Saturday morning, the first of three in 2018
that will see the world’ s top paratriathletes racing for
ranking paints.

The weekend’ s action continues with a series of
age-group races on the Sunday, giving locals of all
levels and experience the opportunity to tackle this
course. These occasions are hugely important as we
continue to build the sport of triathlon around the
world, and they are a very welcome part of the
action-packed programme.

| would like to thank the Japanese Triathlon
Federation, the Local Organising Committee and the
city of Yokohama for their commitment and hard work
in staging this event. The Series continues to grow
and reach new audiences every year, and that
success would not be possible without the support of
our host cities.

For those of you coming from outside of Yokohama,
you are in for an incredible experience. Japan offers
some of the best hospitality in the world, so | urge you
to explore and enjoy this gorgeous city and the
spectacle of an ITU Triathlon.

Have a wonderful weekend.
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To the world’ s top triathletes and paratriathletes, and
to all athletes participating both from Japan and
overseas, welcome to Yokohama. Together with the
3.73 million citizens of Yokohama, | extend a heartfelt
welcome.

Every year, on the occasion of the [TU Waorld Triathlon
Series Yokohama, we receive great support from all
residents around the course, and from many
corporations and organizations, and from volunteers.
Again, | would like to extend my sincere thanks to
everyone who has contributed to realizing Yokohama
as a “triathlon/paratriathlon city”.

The ITU World Triathlon Series Yokohama, one of the
top triathlon competitions in the world, is being held
here for the ninth time. Showing off the results of
their daily training, the athletes will power out in the
bay swim in front of Yamashita Park next to the
Hikawa Maru, pedal through our exotic cityscape in
the bike leg, and then run towards the tape at the
finish line, cheered on by many waiting spectators.

Every year, this competition sees the world’ s top
athletes joined by around 1700 citizen participants,
truly enhancing the recent image of Yokohama as a
‘City of Sport’. On that topic, at the Rugby World Cup
2019TM, the first to be held in Asia, the final, as well
as another seven games, are scheduled to be played
at the International Stadium Yokohama, while the
following year, at the Tokyo 2020
Olympics/Paralympics, the baseball and softball
games and the soccer matches will be held in
Yokohama.

As the competition’ s participating athletes and
spectators come together to increase the
momentum of sport in Yokohama, their excitement
and emotion will directly contribute to the success of
both upcoming Triathlons.

| hope that all of you will have the chance to view the
fierce athletic competition up close, and also that you
will take the opportunity to truly enjoy the attractions
of Yokohama.
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On behalf of the triathlon family, | wish to welcome you ta the
2018 ITU World Triathlon Series Yokohama and 2018 ITU Waorld
Paratriathlon Series Yokohama, events that have lent such
enormous support to the growth and development of the
triathlon and paratriathlon as sporting competitions.

The events take advantage of the area around Yamashita Park
in Yokohama, Kanagawa as a special venue that enables both
Elite and Age Group competitors to swim alongside the Hikawa
Maru, an impartant cultural property moored in the waters off
Yamashita Park. The Elite Bike Course incorporates Yokohama's
appeal as it passes by Yokohama Three Towers (the Kanagawa
Prefectural Government building, Yokohama Port Opening
Memaorial Hall, and Yokohama Customs House] and cuts through
the two Yokohama Red Brick \Warehouse, while the Run Course
will hear the cheers of spectators along Yamashita Koen-dori
Street as the heated race unfolds. With the Age Group running
through Zo-no-hana Park and other parts of the city, the event
will surely be one that enables competitors to experience a truly
urban triathlon.

Only two years remain until the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and
Paralympic Games. In addition to Men's and \WWomen's divisions,
the triathlon has added a new Mixed Team Relay. Meanwhile, the
paratriathlon will offer four divisions each for Men and Women.
With a total of 11 races, there will be 33 medals at stake, and
the events are scheduled to be broadcast around the world.

It has been more than 40 years since the birth of the triathlon,
and over 30 years since it arrived in Japan. During that time, the
event has grown steadily, becoming an official event at the
Japanese National Sports Festival and part of the Asian Games.
This wonderful outcome is the product of the steady efforts to
popularize the event that have been made by the 2018 ITU
Woarld Triathlon Series Yokohama and others around Japan who
have been involved with triathlons.

With this wind at our backs, we will continue to pursue activities
to promote the sport and support the "lwaki Mission" to achieve
"500 events annually, 500,000 fans, and 50,000 members" by
adding interscholastic high-school competitions and a division
for youths in the Japanese National Sports Festival.

Toward that end, with the athlete safety foremast in our minds,
we intend to build a rabust governance structure and enhance
triathlon event safety management to resolve whatever
concerns event organizers and athletes may have.

In closing, please allow me to express my deep thanks to the
many companies, organizations, and local volunteers whose
support have made this event possible. May the 2018 ITU World
Triathlon Series Yokohama contribute to a long future and meet
with great success as it promotes health among citizens and
revitalization of the local community, while aiming to preserve
the environment.
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The third competition of the 2018 ITU World Triathlon Series, which is
run in eight global cities, will be held again in Yokohama this year. As
this year's race is one where athletes can win points required for
entry to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, the world’ s top triathletes will
gather in Yokohama to compete in what is anticipated to be a thrilling
contest.

This will be the ninth occasion of this competition, first held in 2009
as an event to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the opening of
the Port of Yokohama. Further, this year, Yokohama has also been
chosen as one of three global top cities for the World Paratriathlon
Series, a competition series since last year, with the important first
round to be held here. Around the world, Yokohama is attracting
attention as a city where both the World Triathlon Series and the
World Paratriathlon Series are held.

For this event, we continue to hold I5020121 Event Sustainability
certification and are involved in sustainability from the perspectives
of consideration for the environment, contribution to the local
community, and the ripple effect on the local economy. We will
continue to work towards our goal of being known as ‘Yokohama, the
triathlon/paratriathlon city’.

Yokohama is currently holding a range of events in celebration of
Opening Yokohama Port Month (May 3 - June 2). | hope all
participating athletes and spectator visitors will be able to enjoy the
rich history and culture of Yokohama.

In closing, | extend my best wishes for healthy competition and the
continued development of triathlon. Also, | extend sincere thanks to
the sponsors who have supported and extended their cooperation in
organizing the tournament, to the many volunteers and to everyone
involved.
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The third event in the top world-class ITU World Triathlon
Series will be hosted for a ninth time in Yokohama this year.
As organizers, we are truly grateful and excited that we
can bring this magnificent event to Yokohama again this
year with the support of so many local residents and
volunteers.

This event, which includes the paratriathlon, will also be the
first event in the ITU World Paratriathlon Series. Truly, with
this World Triathlon Yokohama and World Paratriathlon
Yokohama, we contribute to the combined growth of these
two competitions.

As we look ahead to the upcoming 2020 Tokyo Olympic and
Paralympic Games, | know our own Japanese athletes will
aspire even higher and compete even harder for all of us.

This event brings together from throughout Japan and
around the world more than 1600 Age-Group athletes
committed to the triathlon as a lifelong sport. Through
their individual efforts thE\‘{] raise the level of competition in
the sporting world as a whaole. We will always cheer them
on that they may realize the fruits of their hard training.

Nikkan Sports News will always do what it can to support
the growth and development of triathlons, but we will also
use our pages to communicate the thrill of sport and the
activities of athletes to everyone.

Last but not least, let me also thank the International
Triathlon Union, the Japan Triathlon Union, the City of
Yokohama and various others involved in organizing the
event for their incredible efforts. Thank you.
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ITU Team

[TU Executive Board Representative
ITU Team Leader

ITU Technical Delegate
[TU International Technical Official
[TU International Technical Official
[TU International Technical Official
ITU Medical Delegate
ITU Photographer

[TU Head of Communications
ITU Media Department (social media)
ITU Paratriathlon Classifier
ITU Paratriathlon Classifier
Broadcast Venue Manager
Senior Producer (Live + Mag)
TV Editor

TV Commentator

TV Graphics

TV Graphics

TV Graphics
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Terry Sheldrake
Kris Gemmell
Thanos Nikopoulos
Juliet Fahey

Maria Bowden

Koji Koganezawa
Toshihito Katsumura
Delly Carr

Olalla Cernuda
Tommy Zaferes
Anja Swoboda
Marguerite Christaphers
Uwe Boehm

Petra Serbin

Nils Starkmeth
Trevor Harris
Alexander Laue
Tobias Brauer
Michael Becker

(NZL)
(NZL)
(GRE)
(NZD)
(MAS]
(JPN]
(JPN]
(AUS)
(ESP)
(USA)
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